Captive’s Corner
“Bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ”
2 Corinthians 10:5

Emmaus Correspondence School St. Louis P.O. Box 11051 Ferguson, Missouri 63135 www.emmauscorrespondenceschool.org

Justification by Faith
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B

ecause man is a sinner, he sins. His best
efforts do not satisfy the righteous
requirements found in God's perfect law or
character. See Isaiah 64:6. Man by nature is
lacking of the righteousness required for heaven.
See Romans 3:10, 23. If God did not do for us

what we cannot do for ourselves, all would be lost
and justly judged into a Lake of Fire.

T

he good news is that God has undertaken to
do a work for us that we could never do for
ourselves. He saw our need, and He planned to
meet that need even before the world was created
and even before man existed on the earth. His
plan centers in His Son Who is known to us today
as the Lord Jesus Christ.

T

he question remains, how does the great
work of Christ establish a righteous standing
for us with God? According to Romans 3:22 and
2 Corinthians 5:21, when Christ died He took all of
our sins upon Himself so that God could give us
as a free gift His righteousness if we simply believe
in Jesus Christ. As a
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our account the moment any of us believes. Thus,
we can be counted perfectly righteous in the eyes
of God by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. He is our
righteousness! See First Corinthians 1:30-31 and
Philippians 3:9.

urther, once we are found by faith in
Christ, God then declares us justified (without
guilt or blame) before Him. See Romans 3:24, 26;
4:25; 5:1, 9; 10:1-4. God takes the full credit for
the work. Man
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Himself remains just when He justifies - BY BLOOD
(Romans 3:25; 5:9). THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY
FAITH.

F

nce justified, a believer is to seek to live
worthy of His new standing in Christ. He
does so by the power of the indwelling Spirit of
God Who comes to aid the believer in His walk
before God. This is a walk of faith. See Romans
6–8, Galatians 5:16-25, and Colossians 2:6-7.
Thus, a believer is given life and then told to live it
out. See Philippians 2:12-13. In contrast, all false
religions demand for a man to live a righteous life
first in order to earn favor and life from God.
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